
Audit Your 2-3yrs
Indoor Provision

Key Areas 
of Learning

Continuous  
Provision Areas 

Continuous  
Provision Resources

Investigations 
& Problem 
Solving 

 � Water Area 
 Clear water tray & low-level shelving

 � Dry Sand Area 
 Sand tray or smaller trays on floor or table

 � Wet Sand Area 
 Sand tray & low-level shelving

 � Dough Area 
 Round table, chairs or stools, & low-level 
 shelving

 � Water Resources 
 Containers of different sizes & shapes; spoons, scoops  
 & whisks; plastic figures, sea creatures & boats

 � Dry Sand Resources 
 Containers of different sizes & materials; sieves, rakes  
 & spades; small world figures & trucks; a selection of  
 natural resources

 � Wet Sand Resources 
 Containers of different sizes & shapes; sand tools;  
 plastic figures, trucks, wild animals & dinosaurs; large  
 pebbles & wood pieces

 � Dough Resources 
 A collection of baking equipment including cutters,  
 rolling pins, bowls & trays; pattern & number stampers;  
 simple recipe books

Score out of 8:

Expressive
Arts & Design

 � Paint Area 
 Paint easel or a flat table for painting

 � Collage Area 
 Large table, low-level shelving

 � Painting Equipment 
 Paint brushes, sponges, rollers & stampers; paint & a  
 variety of paper

 � Collage Materials 
 A good range of interesting collage materials including  
 different textured papers, card & magazine clippings,  
 wool pieces, feathers & lolly sticks, in a variety of   
 colours, shapes & sizes; glue & scissors  

Score out of 4:

Maths, 
Science & 
Engineering

 � Maths Area 
 Low-level shelving, table & chairs or stools

 � Science Area 
 Low-level shelving, low table, large mirrored  
 investigation box

 � Block Area 
 Low-level shelving & dedicated floor space

 � Small Construction Area 
 Low-level shelving, dedicated floor space &  
 low play table

 � Maths Resources 
 Range of materials for sorting, grouping, counting, &  
 exploring shape, space & measure; number themed  
 books & finger puppets

 � Science Resources 
 Magnifiers, mirrors, coloured paddles & magnets; a  
 selection of sensory resources; books with flaps   
 & levers

 � Block Area Resources 
 Set of wooden blocks & coloured concentric shapes;  
 wooden boxes & block figures; coloured sensory blocks;  
 large scale hollow blocks, arches & tunnels; building &  
 pattern themed books

 � Small Construction Sets 
 Two or three kits with different ways to join & build  
 including blocks & beads; display holders for name  
 cards; books themed around shape, colour & patterns

Score out of 8:

To help you review the strength of your provision, use the 
checklist below.  

0-8 score:
Seek help!

Immediate support 
for rapid 

improvement 
required.

9-17 score:
Doing well

Identify complete 
collections to enrich 
your weakest areas.

18-26 score:
Almost there

Add new characters, 
scenery & props to 

enrich children’s 
play.

27+ score:
Amazing!

Share your
outstanding

provision with
us on social media.

Engage with @earlyexcellence on our social media channels & visit 
earlyexcellence.com/subscribe to receive the latest Early Years updates

Early Excellence
Inspirational Learning
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Audit Your 2-3yrs
Indoor Provision

Key Areas 
of Learning

Continuous  
Provision Areas 

Continuous  
Provision Resources

Language &
Literacy 

 � Mark Making Area 
 Low-level table, sorting tray to hold mark  
 making resources, whiteboard/chalkboard  
 dividers

 � Books & Puppets 
 Book unit, comfortable seating or cushions

 � Small World Area 
 Low-level book unit dedicated floor space &  
 low play table

 � Writing & Drawing Tools 
 Pencils, felt tips & crayons. scissors & glue; selection of  
 different size/style of paper, notes, envelopes

 � Books 
 Core set of classic stories, popular themes, maths ideas,  
 traditional tales & non-fiction

 � Puppets 
 A set of finger puppets & soft toys including familiar  
 farm/wild animals & traditional tales characters

 � Small World Resources 
 Familiar small world characters including community  
 figures; farm & wild animals & dinosaurs; wooden cars,  
 trucks & emergency vehicles; props to create fields,  
 walls & fences; set of books with relevant themes

Score out of 7:

Personal, 
Social & 
Emotional
Development

 � Domestic Role Play 
 Role play units for a kitchen area

 � Real Life Role Play 
 Mirrored role play unit & space to play

 � Domestic Role Play Resources 
 Kitchen utensils, cutlery & crockery; doll baby & soft toy  
 pets; equipment for feeding, bathing, sleeping &   
 reading to babies; pet basket, bowls & carrier

 � Real Life Role Play Resources 
 A variety of hats; shopping bags & baskets; a selection  
 of plastic food; a set of family dolls; books with familiar,  
 real life themes

Score out of 4:

Add up your total across the 5 areas & see how well you score. Total:
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