
I can compare cultural celebrations in the UK and Africa 
I can identify some important celebrations which are typical to parts of the UK and Africa 

I can recognize similarities in the ways people celebrate special occasions 

I can explain why diversity is important to acknowledge and celebrate 

 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

 

Begin with a class discussion about what celebrations are and why they are important. 

Introduce the concept of culture and diversity. Discuss how people in different parts of the world 

celebrate special occasions in unique ways. 

Show pictures or short videos depicting celebrations in the UK and Africa. Highlight key elements, 

such as food, clothing, music, and traditional customs. 

Activity 1: UK Celebrations (20 minutes): 

 

Focus on two major UK celebrations: Christmas and Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes Night). 

Discuss the traditions, customs, and special activities associated with each celebration. 

Engage students in a simple arts and crafts activity related to either Christmas decorations or 

creating a bonfire scene. 

Activity 2: African Celebrations (20 minutes): 

 

Introduce two African celebrations, such as Kwanzaa and Diwali (celebrated by some communities in 

Africa). 

Discuss the cultural significance, rituals, and traditional elements of each celebration. 

Engage students in a hands-on activity related to the celebrations, such as creating traditional African 

patterns or making simple crafts associated with the festivals. 

Comparative Discussion (15 minutes): 

 

Lead a group discussion comparing and contrasting the celebrations in the UK and Africa. Encourage 

students to share what they found interesting or different. 

Create a Venn diagram on the board or use visuals to highlight the similarities and differences 

between the cultural celebrations. 

Emphasize the idea that even though celebrations may vary, they are all important and special to the 

people who celebrate them. 

Conclusion (10 minutes): 

 

Summarize the key points of the lesson and revisit the concept of diversity. 

Discuss the importance of understanding and respecting different cultures. 

Assign a simple homework task, such as drawing or writing about their favorite part of a celebration 

discussed in class. 

Assessment: 

Assess student understanding through participation in class discussions, completion of art and craft 

activities, and contributions to the comparative discussion. Encourage a positive and inclusive 

learning environment that celebrates diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 



I can compare traditional cultural stories from the UK and Africa 
I can recall a traditional tale from the UK and Africa 

I can explain the morals which are expressed in each story 

I can understand the cultural values and lessons embedded in these narratives. 

 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

Begin with a class discussion about what stories are and why they are important in different cultures. 

Introduce the concept of traditional cultural stories and explain that these stories are often passed 

down from generation to generation, carrying important messages about values, customs, and 

beliefs. 

Share a brief overview of the significance of storytelling in both the UK and Africa. 

 

Activity 1: UK Traditional Story (20 minutes): 

Select a traditional British folk tale or fairy tale, such as "The Three Little Pigs" or "Little Red Riding 

Hood." 

Read the story aloud, engaging students with questions about the characters, plot, and lessons 

learned. 

Discuss the cultural values embedded in the story and why it is considered a traditional tale. 

 

Activity 2: African Traditional Story (20 minutes): 

Choose an African folk tale or myth that aligns with KS1 comprehension, such as "Anansi the Spider" 

or "Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky." 

Read the selected story, incorporating visuals or props to enhance engagement. 

Discuss the cultural elements, moral lessons, and values portrayed in the African story. 

 

Comparative Discussion (15 minutes): 

Lead a group discussion comparing the UK and African traditional stories. Explore similarities and 

differences in characters, themes, and messages. 

Create a chart on the board or use visuals to highlight key aspects of each story. 

Discuss how stories reflect the values and beliefs of the cultures they come from. 

Creative Expression (20 minutes): 

 

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a cultural story (UK or African). 

Encourage students to create a simple puppet show or draw illustrations depicting key scenes from 

their assigned story. 

Allow each group to present their interpretation, fostering creativity and collaboration. 

 

Conclusion (10 minutes): 

Summarize the key points of the lesson, emphasizing the importance of traditional stories in 

preserving and sharing cultural values. 

Discuss the universal themes found in both UK and African stories. 

Assign a follow-up activity, such as writing or drawing about a cultural value they find important. 

Assessment: 

Assess student understanding through participation in class discussions, engagement in group 

activities, and the creativity expressed in their puppet shows or illustrations. Encourage a positive 

and respectful exploration of cultural diversity. 

 

 



I can explain the concept of trade between Africa and the UK, 
I can identify some good that would be traded from the UK and Africa 

I can state how trade between countries can take place  

I can summarise how trade has helped to shape our world today 

 

Introduction (15 minutes): 

 

Set the Scene: Begin with a welcoming discussion about different countries and cultures. Introduce 

the concept of trade as the exchange of goods between places. 

Interactive World Map: Display a world map and locate the UK and Africa. Discuss their positions 

relative to each other and the different countries within Africa. 

Engaging Storytelling: Share a brief, age-appropriate story about a journey of trade between a child 

in the UK and a child in Africa. Emphasize the excitement of discovering new things. 

 

Main Activities (45 minutes): 

Activity 1: Trade Simulation (20 minutes) 

Role-Playing: Divide the class into two groups, representing the UK and Africa. 

Exchange Goods: Each group will have simple items (e.g., toys, fruits) to "trade" with the other 

group. Encourage communication and negotiation. 

Discussion: After the simulation, gather the students and discuss their experiences. Highlight the idea 

that trading can be a way for people in different places to get things they need or want. 

 

Activity 2: Art and Craft - Creating Trade Goods (25 minutes) 

Craft Stations: Set up craft stations with materials like paper, colors, and stickers. 

Create Trade Goods: In their groups, have children design and create "trade goods" that represent 

something special from the UK or Africa. 

Show and Share: Allow each group to present their creations to the class, explaining the significance 

of their trade goods. 

Conclusion and Reflection (15 minutes): 

 

Group Reflection: Gather the students and facilitate a discussion about what they learned. Ask 

questions like "What did you enjoy about the trade simulation?" or "What did you discover about the 

different places?" 

 

Summary: Recap the main points about trade between Africa and the UK, emphasizing the idea that 

people have been trading for a very long time. 

Home Connection: Encourage students to discuss the lesson with their parents, promoting family 

engagement in their learning. 

 

Assessment: 

Assess students based on their participation in the trade simulation, engagement in the craft activity, 

and their ability to share and express ideas during the reflection. Look for evidence of understanding 

the concept of trade and cultural exchange. 


